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Walled City Market

Selection Criteria
2011/12 Period
INTRODUCTION

The Walled City Market has been in operation since 2004 occupying the space within the Guildhall Square on a monthly basis.  The market is a key action within Council’s Economic Development Programme in terms of it providing a business platform to traders, adding to the City’s retailing offer, as well as seeking to maximise footfall within the Guildhall Square/Waterloo Place commercial area.  

Speciality Offering 

The Walled City Market aims to create a distinctive  and speciality retailing offer/experience selling a range of goods that are not normally associated with more conventional retail/shopping outlets.  This will be a key area of consideration as part of the selection process for all applications received.   

Participation & Compliance
Participation at the Walled City Market is limited, and applicants will be subject to a selection process and be assessed on their ability to meet the defined criteria set out below to include key areas of types of goods traded, their speciality/distinctive nature, method of production, previous experience of the applicant and all relevant compliance/regulatory matters ie requisite insurance cover, environmental health etc.  

Product Mix

In the interests of promoting a diverse retailing mix and ensuring an appropriate range of products on offer, Council reserves the right to limit the number of traders with a similar product to avoid duplication.  Where duplication occurs, those who achieve the highest combined score in all of the selection criteria will only be considered for participation.  

Duration of Participation

Participation at the Market is for one year only commencing from 6th August 2011 to 4th August 2012 at which time a further competitive process will be initiated for the next 12-month period.  All traders participating at the 2011/12 market will have to re-apply for inclusion in the 2012/13 period and so on.  
Reserve List 

Due to the limited places available at the Walled City Market, and in the event of over-subscription, Derry City Council reserves the right to create a ‘reserve list’ of applicants who have achieved a minimum score of 65% from this process. This list will be used to fill any spaces that may become vacant during the trading term and those applicants on this list will be considered for participation in the order of the highest score.   

SELECTION PROCESS & CRITERIA 

PHYSICAL TRADING REQUIREMENT (mandatory – pass/fail) 
Due to the presence of the market within a pedestrian zone and to protect the new street surface associated with the Public Realm Scheme in Guildhall Square it is mandatory that all trading activity will be expected to locate within the Council’s branded stalls (3m wide x 3m deep).  Special fixed ground electrical power supply sockets will be available within the trading area.  

Mobile trailer stalls or private non-branded Derry City Council stalls will not be permitted

The selection criteria below, has been defined to ensure that the quality of the market is maintained and that there is transparency in the selection process.  Applications will be assessed on their ability to fully demonstrate the following criteria below and will only be considered having achieved a minimum score of 65%.  
Successful traders will be required to fully agree to, and accept the Council’s ‘Conditions of Entry’ and provide all necessary valid documentation relating to  Insurance, Food Hygiene, Health & Safety and other relevant compliance information (where applicable).  All relevant compliance information will be required prior to Council issuing a formal letter of acceptance to successful traders.  
1. PRODUCE (essential)  - Maximum Score = 35%
Types of goods traded and their speciality nature (i.e. Crafts and foodstuffs)

Crafts/Speciality Non-food Goods 

Traders must be able to demonstrate that the goods on offer are   distinctive and compliments the distinct retailing offer that the Walled City Market seeks to promote and not normally associated with more conventional retail/shopping outlets.
     Speciality Foodstuffs 

The ability to demonstrate a distinctive and unique speciality foodstuff that compliments the distinct retailing offer that the Walled City Market seeks to promote through the use of local and/or organic ingredients and produce. The sale of hot food as a primary trading function will not normally be permitted and may only be considered as an ancillary element to the main functions of a stall
2. PRODUCTION (essential) - Maximum Score = 35%
The ability to demonstrate that traders have played an integral part in the production/manufacture of the goods that they intend to trade at the Walled City Market. Preference will be given to locally sourced/produced goods and also those which are handmade.    Full details must be provided in relation to the methods used in the production and the origins of the materials/ingredients that are used to create the authenticity of the products on offer.      

3. EXPERIENCE (desirable) - Maximum Score = 10%
The ability to demonstrate experience of trading at similar speciality market events will be an advantage.  However, applications from new traders are welcome provided they can demonstrate their ability to meet the remaining criteria/’Conditions of Entry’
4. PARTICIPATION (essential) - Maximum Score = 20%
Given the limited places at the market, traders will be required to demonstrate their ability to fulfil the attendance requirements. Preference will be afforded to those traders who are able to fully participate on an all year round basis within the said 12-month period.
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